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The Bolt Action  
&  

Semiautomatic Rifle  
“Platform Concepts” 

Student Information Sheet 
	 	 	 	 	                 

 Updated: April 22, 2025 

Thank you for choosing Montana Tactical Firearms Instruction, Inc. (MTFI) for your 
training needs.  Please read this information sheet completely prior to the class.  
Bolt Gun Basics Course Fee:  $275 per student 
Private Course:   $375 per student 

Classroom Location & Course Time:   
9:00 am until about 6:00 pm +/- 

Course Description:   

This course will teach you how to use your bolt action or semiautomatic rifle safely, 
smoothly and effectively.  You do not have to be an accomplished shooter to take this 
course; just have a an open mind and desire to learn.  At the end of the course day, you 
will be able to qualify with the FBI Rifle Qualification Course.  Note: Humanoid targets 
will not be used during this training course. 
Concepts taught will include:  Concepts of Rifle Platforms, Bolt Gun and 
Semiautomatic Fundamentals, Nomenclature and Function, Cycle of Operation, 
Loading and Unloading, Safely, Sighting Systems, Introduction to Optics, Shooting 
from Standing, Kneeling, Sitting and Prone Positions, Bipods and Proper Use, 
Ballistics, Cartridge Components, Barrel Twist Rates and Chambers, Caliber Choice for 
Modern Rifle Calibers, Effects of Gravity, Wind and Atmospherics on Ballistics, Shot 
placement, Temporary and Permanent Wound Channels, Expansion and Penetration of 
Ammunition Types, Range Accuracy, Use of Shooting Sticks, Rifle Care and Cleaning, 
Scope and Sight Setup Using Windage/Elevation Knobs Related to 1st and 2nd Focal 
Plane Reticles.  There will also be a Bore Sighting Station for laser/ bore-sighting or 
your rifle for accuracy. 
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Course Registration: 
Course registration should be completed on our website at MTFI.ORG.  Click the course 
and date you wish to attend and go to “Learn More.” 

MTFI Refund Policy:  

If you are unable to attend the course date you have signed up for, your deposit may be 
applied to another instruction date, but must be redeemed within six (6) months of 
the course date you originally planned.  There are no refunds for courses you could not  
or did not attend; however, if the course is cancelled by MTFI, then you will be 
refunded in full. 

What to Bring To The Course: 

A Bolt Action Rifle in a popular short action caliber such as .223, .308, .243, etc., 
with a scope, or a semiautomatic rifle with the same ammunition listed.  
Cleaning kit (if you have one) 
Sling (if you have one) 
Bipod (if you have one) 
Two magazines if rifle takes removable magazines 
Water  
Food/Snacks  
Sunscreen  
Adequate clothing, 
Eye and ear protection, as well as any other needed personal items.   
A small hunting type backpack is also a great item to have but not required.   
In addition to drills on paper and steel, we will shoot the FBI Sniper Rifle 
Qualification Course.   

FBI Sniper Rifle Qualification Course Description: 

This portion of training requires 10 rounds of ammunition.  The qualification 
requires a jog from the firing line to the targets (100 yards away) then a jog 
back.  This is done in order to raise the heart rate before shooting in order to 
simulate the physiological effects of survival stress. 

Ammunition Load-Out:  50 rounds of practice FMJ ammunition.  In addition: 
No steel core or “armor piercing” type ammunition.   
No “green tip” ammunition.   
No large calibers such as .338 Lapua or .50 caliber. 
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30 Minute Lunch Break:  
You will want to bring a lunch with you to eat in the classroom.  We have a full kitchen 
in the event you would like to prepare your meal here.  Students are encouraged to 
bring personal snacks and drinks to class.   

Snakes:  Encounters with poisonous and dangerous rattlesnakes are a real possibility 
during warm weather.  Please be aware of your surroundings.  If you encounter a 
rattlesnake, advise MTFI Staff so that this concern may be addressed safely. 
Please feel free to contact me directly with any questions or concerns. 

Salvador Navarro 
Sheriff’s Lieutenant, Salvador Navarro (Ret.)	 	  
Montana Tactical Firearms Instruction, Inc.	 	  
Vanguard Security Consultants, Inc.	 	 	  
NRA Certified Firearms Instructor	 
NRA Certified Range Safety Officer		 	  
Montana State Licensed Firearm Instructor 
USCCA Certified Firearms Instructor 
Phone: (406) 451-8275   
sal@mtfi.org 
mtfi.org	  

Directions to the MTFI Regional Training Center 

Do not use Google Maps to find the Training Center, as it will send you to several 
wrong locations. 
Traveling east or west on US I 90, take Exit 274.  
You will see the Exxon Town Pump truck stop just south of the overpass and a 
street sign for “West Farm Road”.   
Turn right onto West Farm Road and travel for 1 mile to the MTFI Regional 
Training Center.  

mailto:sal@mtfi.org

